BELVEDERE.	121
The truth is Hastings had a very lucrative madia for
house building and house selling: hence the difficulty of
determining his residences in Calcutta and Alipur. In Feb-
" ruary 1780, he sold Belvedere to Major Tolly, the construct-
or of the Nala. Tolly, after residing at Belvedere, leased it
to W. A. Brooke, and after Tolly's death, subject to a year-
ly ren* of £350 on that lease, it was in 1802 put up for auc-
tion "by order of Eichard Johnson, Esq., Attorney to the
Administrator of the late Colonel William Tolly, " The
property passed through the hands of John Brereton 'Birch
(1810), Sambhu Chunder Mukerji (1824) and James Mac-
killop (1841). In 1823 it was occupied by Genl, the
Hon'ble Sir Edward Paget, k.o.b., Comniander-in-Chief
in India.
"1 reviewed the Artillery (at Bum Dum), which engaged me till 8-0 a.m,
	after which I returned to Belvedere, and for the first time made up my
mosquito-room	My mosquito-room answers admirably, and my house-
maids understand their business so well that I have only been disturbed
by one villain of a mosquito since I have slept at Belvedere	I had
my first grand dinner at Belvedere yesterday, and extremely good and
wen-served it was." Letters and Memorials of Oenl (he Bon'Ue Sir Mdwrd
Paget, K. 0. £.
In a minute dated September 24, 1854, lord Dalhousie
asked the Court of Directors "that a furnished house
should be found for the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal,
as is done for the Governor-General and for the Governors
of the Presidencies, " adding, " I wish it to be clearly
understood that I do so without the knowledge of the
Lieutenant-Governor.'* Belvedere, which had in 1841 come
into the hands of Charles Robert Prinsep, the Advocate-
General, was therefore purchased. The subsequent addi-
tions, alterations and embellishments are authoritatively
recorded by Mr. Buckland.
* I1he house has been enlarged and improved from time to time by succes-
sive Lieutenant-Governors. Its architect/ore is of a free Italian renaissance
style, developed on an ordinary Anglo-Indian building. The construction of
a verandah, on the east side,and the reconstruction of a more commodious west
wing, were carried out in 1868-70 by Sir W. Grey. Alterations and additions
to other parts of the building were effected, and boundary fences to the new
grounds and a guard-room were constructed. Sir A. Eden added the whole
oE the centre main facade, with the steps, on the north side, Mr. E. J. Martin
being the Government architect; he also had the wooden floor put to the centre
ball-room. In Sir S. Bayley's time the wooden-glazed dining-room was made
on the north-east side of toe house. Sir C. Elliot had the rooms on the upper

